

 


Hawk Highlight 


Mrs. Shepard Mrs. Wofford Ms. Esquer 







Dear Hawk Families, 
 
It is hard to believe we are already in quarter 4!  Our students have been working hard to meet their academic goals. Students have just completed the third 
round of district benchmark assessment tests. Assessment results are analyzed by teachers in grades 3-6 to help with interventions and re-teaching of concepts 
in both reading and math.  We are proud of our students’ progress this year and encourage them to continue setting goals and working hard to meet them!   
Please remember to drive slowly and safely as you drop students off at Hendricks in the morning.   
 
As a friendly reminder, there is no parking in the drop-off zones.  Leaving your car in the drop-off zone causes the traffic to back up and cars to pass each other 
in a way that presents a safety concern for our students. If you would like to escort your child inside, please park either in the parking lot or on the hill in front 
of the school.  Also, please use driver courtesy by being aware of other cars in the path and taking turns letting vehicles in and out of the pathway.  Last, always 
let children off at the curb.  Do not pull out from the curb and have them get out as this causes kids to walk across traffic and poses a safety risk.   
 
Please join us for the many wonderful things coming soon at Hendricks: 
 
Conferences – Third quarter ended on Friday, March 1st.  There will be no school this day as it is teacher records day used for preparation of report cards.  Con-
ference notifications will be coming home soon and these meetings will be held on Thursday and Friday, March 7th  and 8th.  These will be half days with a noon 
dismissal.   
 
3rd Quarter Awards Assembly – Join us Friday, March 22nd at 8:30 for 1st-2nd grade recognition ceremonies and at 9:30 for 3rd-6th grades.  We will be celebrating 
students who met their academic, social and responsibility goals.  Students are always excited to be recognized and celebrated by their families and peers!   
 
Hendricks Fun Run – The Hendricks Fun Run is right around the corner and will be held on Friday, March 8th.  Please contact our Hendricks PTO at hen-
dricks.pto.board@gmail.com if you have any questions about donations, volunteering, or participation. All proceeds go to Hendricks.  Thank you in advance for 
your support of our school! 
 
AASA – AASA, our mandatory state testing for students in grades 3-6, will be held on April 3, 2024 and the week of  April 15-19.  Please do not plan for any va-
cations or absences during this week, as it is vital that all students are present and on time during testing.  Thank you for your support!   
 
Upcoming Hawk Family Dance – Save the date to join us on Friday, May 3rd for our annual family dance in the Hendricks MPR.  More information will be com-
ing home as we get closer.  We look forward to seeing you there!   
 
As always, it is an honor to serve you as principal of Hendricks Elementary School.  If you have questions or concerns, please give me a call or come in to talk. 


  
 Respectfully,  
 


Dr. Tabetha Finchum 


Notes from Mrs. Finchum 
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What’s Happening in Fifth Grade? 


In Fifth Grade 


We are having so much fun this year in fifth grade. Many students have completed science 


fair projects which were submitted to our school science fair. Fifth graders are working hard 


in science to prepare for the AZSCI in March. In writing, we have been working on informa-


tive essays focusing on how plants can be used to produce electricity. In math, we are be-


ginning to multiply fractions. We recently completed our unit covering adding and subtract-


ing decimals. As we approach standardized testing in April, we will begin reviewing our 


math content from this school year. 
 


Fifth grade has enjoyed going on a few field trips. Our most recent field trip was to the Arizo-


na State Museum on the University of Arizona campus. Currently, fifth grade is preparing for 


our upcoming track meet at Flowing Wells High School. This will be held on Marth 6th. Stu-


dents will get to compete against the 5th grade cohorts from the other elementary schools in 


our district. It will be an exciting day for our Hawks. 


 


This is a grade level that begins to focus a lot on personal responsibility. Thank you to the 


parents and families that are supporting their fifth graders as they learn to be responsible for 


their schoolwork and learning. We highly encourage students to continue practicing their 


math facts and reading nightly at home. Again, thank you for all that you do. 


 


We are looking forward to an exciting rest of our school year together! 


 
 


Mrs. Wofford, Mrs. Shepard, and Ms. Esquer 
 







 


What’s Happening at Hendricks? 


 
*We are so proud of all our sweet little cowpokes! The Rodeo Show was 


amazing! Thank you for your support with learning lines and songs!  
 


*Keep reading every night! Fluency and Comprehension are crucial to 


build up now for 3rd grade and the future! Let your child's teacher know 


if you need recommendations for books or how to work with your child 


at home! 
 


*Field Trips to Sabino Canyon are coming up for your child! See here: 


        Miss Siegel: April 2nd  


 Mrs. Capas: April 3rd 


 Mrs. Hitchings: April 4th 


               
 


*We are so looking forward to this trip and meeting with some of you 


for Parent/Teacher Conferences March 7 and 8, which are Noon Dis-


missal days!  
 


*Thank you for your continued support! We all feel so lucky to be work-


ing with this group of students and families!  


Thank you for all of the Valentine items sent in for our class-
room projects and parties 


 
Book projects and Treasure Book forms are due  


March 4th 







 


What’s Happening at Hendricks? 


Field trip to Tucson Village Farms 
March 21st 


For the Dig In Program 
 


Please encourage your student to practice their recorder  
every night for 5-10 minutes.   


 
The recorder concert is on April 10th.  


Reminder:   


Grand Canyon final payments are due on 


March 22nd. 







 


What’s Happening at Hendricks? 


 
Spring Break Challenge— Decide on a Wellness Challenge with 
your family! Write it up and let us know about it! Pictures would be 
great too! Send to sarah.hitchings@fwusd.org.   
 
At School Challenge—Invite a friend to race, run, or play a P.E. 
game with you at recess! Practice good sportsmanship and mov-
ing in ways you don’t usually!  


Thank you First Graders for your exemplary behavior 
on our Desert Museum field trip! You make us proud 
to be HENDRICKS HAWKS!  
 
We could not do it without our loving and caring PAR-
ENT and GRANDPARENT CHAPERONES! Thank you for 
being "ALL IN" on our Sonoran Desert experience!  
 
All of our love and gratitude, 


Mr. Johnson, Ms. Sabin & Mrs. Young❤️ 







 


What’s Happening at Hendricks? 


The Boys 5th and 6th Grade Afterschool Basketball Season starts on March 18th.  
Look for permission slips to go home the week of March 4th.    The  5th and 
6th Grade track meets are coming soon as well.  Tuesday March 5th  for 
6th Grade and Wednesday March 6th for 5th Grade.  Please contact your home-
room teacher with any questions.  


Any questions please contact Mr. Ambuehl 
Stephen.ambuehl@fwusd.org 


Office- 696-8406 


 


A-team and B-team girls' basketball has been going fantastic! 
Each team has been practicing fundamental skills such as 
dribbling, passing, and shooting, and applying them into 
games against other schools in the district. Both teams are 
working on teamwork, perseverance and sportsmanship. 
Way to go hawks!  







 


What’s Happening at Hendricks? 


2023-2024  
Science and Engineering Fair Awards: 


Individual Projects K-5 


• 1st Henry Heyer - Eco-Friendly Insulation  
• 2nd Nick Gutierrez - Monster Jam Splash Edition  
• 3rd Place Tie - Ian Plumlee - Cats' Colors 


 3rd Place Tie - Harrison Heyer - Desert Dwellers vs. Forest Folk 


 
Class Projects  
• 1st Place Tie Mrs. Wendt's Class - Not Too Hot, Not Too Cold, Just Right at Home  


• 1st Place Tie Ms. Siegel's Class - Backyard Birding  


• 2nd Place Mrs. Capas' Class - Backyard Birding Builders 


• 3rd Place Mrs. Schiess' Class - Water Harvesting Playground  


5th Grade Group Projects 


• 1st Place - Pi Anderson,  Eden Williams, Samantha Castillo-Chacon, Jonnie Otero-Anderson - Paper Airplanes 


• 2nd Place - Tobias Hammar, Mia Gutierrez, Kora Mendoza, Abraham Perkins, and Izaiah Garcia - Rubik's Cube 


• 3rd Place - Sophie Brewer, Darrien Leon-Rice, A'ana Peacock-Valdez, Zane Schaaf, and April Tucek - Dam Materials  
 
 
6th Grade Engineering Projects 


• 1st Place Robert (Gabe) Skiles - The Vertical Farm 


• 2nd Place - Natalie Lodge - The (safe) Fire Seat  


• 3rd Place - Natalia Lee, Ally (Bella) Magallanes - Solar Updraft Tower 
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What’s Happening at Hendricks? 


Parent Requests – Soon we will make class lists for next year. If you 


have a teacher request for your child please submit it in writing to 


the office before April 21st. Please note that we consider many 


factors when making classes and may not be able to honor all par-


ent requests. We are unable to accept parent requests submitted 


after the deadline.  


We are collecting many things in our lost and found!  


Please stop by and claim any articles that belong to your 


child.  The table is in the main hallway by the playground 


doors. 


Save the Date for the  


Hawks Dance 


May 3, 2024 











   
   







   
   














